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Ove rvie w

Ove rvie w: RSDP a nd  Com m unity/ Unive rs ity p a rtne rship s
Gra nts  a nd  op p ortunit ie s  with  a nd  throug h UMN
• 6 opportunitie s  highlighte d
RSDP a s  a  s t ra te g ic  p a rtne r for ru ra l com m unit ie s

 



Re g iona l Susta ina b le  De ve lop m e nt  Pa rtne rship s

Advancing  e nvironm e nta l, e conom ic , a nd  
soc ia l sus ta ina b ility in Gre ate r MN 

5 re g ions  across the  state

Co-c re a t ing  innova t ive  so lu t ions  and  
nourishing  collaboration

Base d  at  UMN Exte nsion; a cce ss  to  e nt ire  
UMN sys te m  for com m unity-d rive  p roje cts



Four focus areas:
▪ Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems
▪ Natural Resources
▪ Clean Energy
▪ Resilient Communities

Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships



5

3 Bedrock Principles

Since creation by the Minnesota Legislature in 
1997, three bedrock principles guide our work:

● Community-University partnership

● Active Community leadership

● Advancing Regional Sustainability

3 Be d rock Princ ip le s



Re g iona l Susta ina b le  De ve lop m e nt  Pa rtne rship s

RSDP Ca ll for Id e a s
• Annual g rant fund ing  and  UMN partne rship  support 

through annual RSDP Call for Ide as

• Call for Ide as to ope n again Fall 2024 for 2025-2026 
p roje cts: z.um n.e du/ RSDPcallforide as

• High-touch g rant p roce ss
• Ide a de ve lopm e nt
• Grant m ate rials  support
• What could  the  UMN do to he lp?
• Doe s re se arch/ solution e xist a lre ady?
• Discussion about ide as can start anytim e !

https://z.umn.edu/RSDPcallforideas


Re g iona l Susta ina b le  De ve lop m e nt  Pa rtne rship s

Ca ll for Id e a s  d e ta ils
• Municipalitie s, Non-profits , Busine sse s and  Ind ividuals 

e lig ib le  to app ly

• Sustainab ility p roje ct ide as across 4 focus are as; not 
availab le  in m e tro

• Re gional fund ing  and  re g ionally-spe cific  de cision-m aking

• Conne ction to/ collaboration with UMN is a  corne rstone

• z.um n.e du/ RSDPcallforide as

https://z.umn.edu/RSDPcallforideas


Re g iona l Susta ina b le  De ve lop m e nt  Pa rtne rship s

Ad d it iona l sup p ort  for ru ra l com m unit ie s  b y RSDP: 
• Ne twork conne ctor

• Within and  outside  of UMN
• Navigation of UMN for 

partne rship / collaboration/ support
• State wide  ne twork of le ade rs involve d  in 

sustainab ility/ com m unity de ve lopm e nt
• Me dia, sustainab ility storie s, ne ws

• Com m unity le ade rship  opportunitie s (Board  and  
work g roup)

• Inform ation about/ acce ss to fund ing  
opportunitie s through UMN

• Find  ou t  m ore :  z.um n.e du/ RSDPhom e

https://z.umn.edu/RSDPhome


Ad d it iona l Gra nts  a nd  Op p ortunit ie s  throug h UMN

Em p owe ring  Sm a ll MN Com m unit ie s  

Gre a t  La ke s  TCTAC

Re silie nt  Com m unit ie s  Proje c t

Cle a n Ene rg y Re source  Te a m s (CERTs) te chnica l a ss is ta nce  & g ra nts

Ins t itu te  on  the  Environm e nt  Im p a c t  Goa ls  Gra nt





Unpre ce de nte d  fund ing  for infrastructure  is  availab le  
to com m unitie s across Minne sota
 

• Tra nsp orta t ion

• Wa te r

• Pa rks , t ra ils , & tou rism  

• Build ing s

 

His torica lly Sig nifica nt  Op p ortunity for Sm a ll Com m unit ie s  

• Em e rg e ncy & we a the r re a d ine ss

• Ene rg y e ffic ie ncy

• Econom ic  & cu ltu ra l vita lity

• Housing
And so 

much more



Availab le  pub lic  and  p rivate  fund ing  could  be  
transform ative  for Minne sota’s  sm all com m unitie s. 
• Fe d e ra l Infra s t ruc tu re  Inve stm e nt  a nd  Job  Ac t  (IIJA) 

• Infla t ion  Re d uc t ion  Ac t  (IRA) 

• Ad d it iona l Sta te  p rog ra m s (LCCMR, MDA, MNDoT, DEED, e tc .)

• Found a t ions  (re g ional, sta te wide , and  local)

His torica lly Sig nifica nt  Op p ortunity for Sm a ll Com m unit ie s  



Em p owe ring  Sm a ll Minne sota  Com m unit ie s  is  a  
com m unity-ce nte re d  collaboration with UMN partne rs
Why? To stre ng the n sm all com m unitie s through the  de ve lopm e nt of re silie nt 
infrastructure .

Partne rships to…

● De ve lop  or stre ng the n p roje cts & p lans to pursue  long-te rm  goals
● Lay g roundwork for com pe titive  p roposals e lig ib le  for a  wide  a  range  of fund ing  

opportunitie s
● Be  we ll positione d  to be ne fit from  fe de ral, local, and  state  inve stm e nts

UMN Pa rtne rship s  Sup p ort ing  Pa thwa ys to  Succe ss



• Priority: com m unitie s of 5,000  or fe we r. Com m unitie s with populations of 
15,000  or fe we r are  e lig ib le  to app ly. 

• Multip le  com m unitie s can collaborate  on a  sing le  p roposal, a ll of which 
m ust have  populations of 15,000  or fe we r

• Gove rnm e nt e ntitie s, tribal nations, non-p rofits , and  com m unity g roups can 
app ly

ESMC Elig ib ility Re q u ire m e nts



Em p owe ring  Sm a ll Minne sota  Com m unit ie s  

has thre e  pathways for collaboration, a ll FREE of charge :

UMN Pa rtne rship s  Sup p ort ing  Pa thwa ys to  Succe ss

Rapid Response Tactical Actions Community Futures



Pa thwa y a va ila b le  for sub m iss ions  *now*: 

UMN Pa rtne rship s  Sup p ort ing  Pa thwa ys to  Succe ss

Rapid Response Tactical Actions Community Futures

Short p roje cts with a  quick turnaround  p rovid ing  te chnical assistance  to 
p roduce  spe cific  sm all-scale  p roducts re que ste d  by com m unitie s.  

• Com m itte d  UMN re se arche r p rovide s 10-20  hours to de ve lop  p roducts 
unde r the  le ade rship  of the  com m unity partne r

• Examples: GIS m aps, surve y writing , data  analysis, and  m ore



At le ast 1 m ore  call for p roje c ts  to com e  (tim e  TBD)

Find  out m ore  about the  p rogram  and  subm it: 
h t tp s :/ / www.c ts .um n.e d u / p rog ram s/ e m p owe ring com m unit ie s

Conne c t  a nyt im e ! to ta lk m ore  about your ide a or le arn m ore : 

          And i Sutton: sutto364@um n.e du (Southe ast RSDP)

UMN Pa rtne rship s  Sup p ort ing  Pa thwa ys to  Succe ss

https://www.cts.umn.edu/programs/empoweringcommunities
mailto:sutto364@umn.edu


More  inform a t ion  

Prim a ry Unive rs ity Pa rtne rs

• Ce nte r for Transportation Stud ie s

• Hube rt H. Hum phre y School of Pub lic  Affairs

• Minne sota De sign Ce nte r,  U M N  C o l l e g e  o f  D e s i g n

• Re gional Sustainab le  De ve lopm e nt Partne rships, UMN Extension

• Re silie nt Com m unitie s Proje ct, UMN Ce nte r for Urban & Re g ional Affairs  (CURA)

Othe r Unive rsity of Minne sota de partm e nts and  p rogram s availab le  to support p roje cts.

https://www.cts.umn.edu/
https://www.hhh.umn.edu/
https://design.umn.edu/minnesota-design-center
https://extension.umn.edu/regional-partnerships/submit-idea-rsdp
https://rcp.umn.edu/


Great Lakes Environmental Justice and Thriving Communities Technical 
Assistance Center (TCTAC)

Helps underserved and overburdened communities build capacity to successfully apply 
for and manage the immense federal funding currently available to support their 
defining, shaping, and driving solutions from concept to implementation. 

*Capacity build ing  and  support availab le  now* 

• FREE te chnical assis tance , tra ining , and  support
• Strong  focus on rural com m unitie s

Gre a t  La ke s  TCTAC 



Great Lakes TCTAC can help with: 

Grant Identification & 
Navigation 

Engineering 
Consultation & Analysis  

Project Scoping & 
Design 

Budget & Evaluation 
Planning 

GIS Mapping 

Post-Award 
Support

Information, Tools, & 
Trainings



Great Lakes TCTAC 

What How

Education ● Grant-specific updates and 
announcements

● Toolkits, templates, guides 
● Training videos 

● Newsletter
● Website
● Email connections 

Navigation ● Grants navigation 
● Grants review 

● Workshops 
● Office Hours

Development ● Scope concepts, & planning 
● Proposal development 
● Engineering analysis
● GIS/ mapping, and data visualization 
● Budget development 
● Post-grant support 

● 1:1 partnership
● Cohorts 



TCTAC Website: Tools & Resources 



Great Lakes TCTAC 

Multi-state effort

1 of 16 nationwide centers



Great Lakes TCTAC Network



Contact Us 

Visit https://greatlakestctac.umn.edu  

Reach out to TCTAC@umn.edu

Sign up for newsletters and emails 
(z.umn.edu/TCTACNews). 

https://greatlakestctac.umn.edu/
mailto:TCTAC@umn.edu
http://z.umn.edu/TCTACNews


The Resilient Communities Project connects local government agencies in Minnesota 
with University of Minnesota faculty and students to advance community resilience 
and student learning through collaborative, course-based projects.

Elig ib le  a p p lica nts :  Countie s, c itie s, tribal pub lic  e ntitie s, spe cial d istric ts , gove rnm e nt 
age ncie s only

Prog ra m  cos t  involve d : $6,000 - $7,000

*Curre nt ly a cce p t ing  a p p lica t ions*

*Ope n now* Priority d e a d line : April 30 , 2024; ne xt de ad line  August 15, 2024

Re silie nt  Com m unit ie s  Proje c t  (RCP)



Partnerships to: 
• Provide  app lie d  re se arch and  te chnical assistance  from  UMN re se arche rs• Generate new ideas and perspectives on a challenging problem or issue
• Bring community voices and knowledge into the conversation

More information and next steps: 

● Application: rcp .um n.e du/ app lying-rcp-partne rship  
● Inform ational we b inar: vim e o.com / 924245965
● Sign up  for office  hours with RCP staff: z.um n.e du/ office -hours

Re silie nt  Com m unit ie s  Proje c t  (RCP)

https://rcp.umn.edu/applying-rcp-partnership
https://vimeo.com/924245965
https://z.umn.edu/office-hours


Cle n Ene rg y Gra nts , Re source s , a nd  Op p ortunit ie s

Sup p ort  inc lud e s , b u t  not  lim ite d  to  g ra nts
• Te am s in e ve ry part of MN
• Se e d  g rant e ve ry 2 ye ars (ne xt in fall 2025)
• Te chnical assistance  on c le an e ne rgy 

p roje cts, p rogram s, and  ne e ds
• Exte nsive  online  re source s on c le an e ne rgy 

and  e ne rgy e ffic ie ncy
• Cle an e ne rgy se ctor job  board

Find  ou t  m ore :  
c le ane ne rgyre source te am s.org

https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/about


Cle n Ene rg y Gra nts , Re source s , a nd  Op p ortunit ie s

CERTs supports
• Busine sse s
• Citie s and  countie s
• Farm e rs
• Re side nts
• Schools
• Tribal Nations
• Utilitie s
• Unde rse rve d  Com m unitie s

 

Conta c t  the  CERTs Coord ina tor for your a re a : 

Sou the a s t : 
      Je nnife r Lindahl -  jlindahl@um n.e du

Southwe st : 
      Nadya Bucklin – nadyab@swrdc.org

 
More  a b ou t  CERTS: 

c le ane ne rgyre source te am s.org

mailto:jlindahl@umn.edu
mailto:nadyab@swrdc.org?subject=CERTs%20inquiry
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/about


UMN Inst itue  on  the  Environm e nt  (IonE)

UMN IonE
• Re se arch ce nte r focuse d  on sustainab ility and  the  

e nvironm e nt
• IonE Im pact Goals Grants availab le  for com m unity-

e ngage d  UMN re se arch (ope n again Spring  2025 
for 2025-2028)

• *Unive rsity-le d*; UMN re se arche r is  le ad  app licant
• RSDP can support conne cting  to UMN re se arche rs 

for ide a de ve lopm e nt 

Find  ou t  m ore : 
e nvironm e nt.um n.e du/ im pact-goals/

https://environment.umn.edu/impact-goals/


RSDP a s  a  s t ra te g ic  p a rtne r for ru ra l com m unit ie s

Op p ortunit ie s  for sup p ort  from  RSDP:
• Ne twork conne ctor

• Within and  outside  of UMN
• Navigation of UMN for 

partne rship / collaboration/ support

• Inform ation about/ acce ss to fund ing  
opportunitie s through UMN

Conta c t  m e !
And i Sutton: sutto364@um n.e du
                       857-928-4196

We b site :  z.um n.e du/ RSDPhom e

mailto:sutto364@umn.edu
https://z.umn.edu/RSDPhome


Thank you!

And i Su t ton
Exe cutive  Dire ctor
Southe ast Re g ional Susta inab le  De ve lopm e nt Partne rship
UMN Exte nsion

Em a il: sutto364@um n.e d u
Phone : 857-928-4196
We b site :  z.um n.e du/ RSDPhom e

mailto:sutto364@umn.edu
https://z.umn.edu/RSDPhome
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