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 M I N U T E S

Region Nine Development Commission

FULL COMMISSION MEETING

January 12, 2011
I.    CALL TO ORDER
Chair Tim Strand called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. at the Applewood Restaurant in Mankato.

II.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III.   ROLL CALL
MEMBERS PRESENT:  James Berg, Jerry Boler, James Broich, Drew Campbell, Cindy Coy, Alvin Dietz, Candace Fenske, Terry Genelin, Harlan Gorath, Kermit Heldberg, Charlie Hurd, Frederick Juni, Dwayne Krenz, Tom Loveall, Alvis More, Diane Norland, Darwin Olson, Gary Owens, Brenda Pautsch, Bob Roesler, Phil Schafer, Charles Schmitz, Tim Strand, Jim Swanson, Doug Westphal
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Chris Collins, Peggy Evenson, Doug Schaller
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Janie Flores, Dan Kuhns, Lance Mikkelson
OTHERS PRESENT:  Ronda Allis, Reggie Edwards, Linda Giersdorf, Lu Vanderwerf, 
Cheryl Weston 
IV.   approval of minutes
Frederick Juni moved approval of the September 8, 2010 minutes as presented.  James Broich seconded.  Motion carried.
v.   approval of treasurer’s report
Doug Westphal moved to approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  Frederick Juni seconded.  Motion carried.
VI. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chair Strand said he was excused from the November and December Board of Directors meetings.  He thanked Vice Chair Jim Swanson for chairing the meetings.
Chair Strand congratulated Commissioners who were re-elected - James Berg, Drew Campbell, Tom Loveall, Diane Norland, Bob Roesler, Doug Westphal.  Noted was that Brenda Pautsch was elected mayor of the City of Gaylord.
It was noted that the mileage rate on the expense vouchers have changed from 50 cents to 51 cents.
Chair Strand brought forward the tabled motion from the September 8, 2010 full Commission meeting regarding Special Interest positions on the full Commission.  Bob Roesler moved to bring the tabled motion to the floor, Doug Westphal seconded.  Motion carried.  From a recommendation from the R9 Strategic Planning Committee and the R9 Board of Directors - the motion is to transition all of the special interest positions off of the full Commission when the positions expire except Health & Human Welfare and Minority Populations.  Minority populations is a mandatory position as required by state statute.  The other six positions – Commerce, Crime Prevention, Tourism & Recreation and Transportation are vacant; Agriculture and Environmental Quality will expire in July 2011.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Noted was that if expertise is needed on a specific issue, it will be sought from the public.  Chair Strand called for a hand vote of the motion to transition off all of the special interest positions with the exception of Minority Populations and Health & Human Welfare.  The vote was (16) in favor of the motion and (9) voting for no change.  Motion carried in favor of the motion.   An amendment will be added to the R9 by-laws.
VII.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Reggie Edwards said that former R9 Commissioners, Roger Oldfather and Bob Schabert served on the Region Nine Area, Inc. (RNAI).   Two volunteers are needed to replace them.    RNAI is a nonprofit affiliated with RNDC.  The relationship allows RNDC to access funding opportunities that benefit the region.  Terry Genelin and Gary Owens volunteered to serve.  Darwin Olson moved approval of the appointments, Frederick Juni seconded.  Motion carried.   The RNAI meets quarterly, the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m.  
Edwards requested approval of the following out-of-state travel.   (1) Minnesota River Area Agency on Aging (MNRAAA) staff, Elaine Spain, to travel to Baltimore, MD, to attend the Administration on Aging (AOA), Centers for Medicare & Medicaid & VA National Grantee meeting, February 13-17.  Total costs - $1,150.  Expenses covered by the federal Community Living Program grant.  (2) Chair Tim Strand and Reggie Edwards to attend the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) annual conference in Washington, D.C., March 20-24.  Total costs - $1,908 per person.  Dollars have been budgeted.  While there, they will visit Minnesota’s federal legislators.  Frederick Juni moved approval of the two travel requests.  Diane Norland seconded.  Motion carried.
VIII.  PROGRAM REPORTS

A.  Minnesota River Area Agency on Aging®, Inc. Update
Linda Giersdorf requested appointments to the MNRAAA Board.  The term is for one year and currently Candy Fenske, James Broich and James Berg (alternate) serve.  Dwayne Krenz moved to reappoint Fenske, Broich and Berg (alternate) to the Board.  Darwin Olson seconded.  Motion carried.  Giersdorf requested appointments to the Advisory Council on Aging.  The terms are for one year and currently Candace Fenske and James Berg serve on the Council.  Darwin Olson moved to reappoint Fenske and Berg to the Council, Frederick Juni seconded.  Motion carried.
IX.  R9 SHARING & OPPORTUNITIES
A. Watonwan County Area Representatives
Dwayne Krenz, who is a county commissioner, reported that the election in November went smoothly with no changes except for a new county attorney.  The county had some problems last fall with getting road work completed because the contractor had an issue of not having the right minority ratio for workers.  There are a few road projects planned for this spring.  The county has decided to freeze the wages of non-union employees and negotiations with unions are planned.
Candace Fenske, who represents Health & Human Welfare, reported on health care reform as it affects rural areas.  She noted the Governor signed on to release federal dollars for medical assistance that disperses dollars to hospitals.   The Madelia and St. James Medical Centers are working to get 100% of the people vaccinated with the flu vaccines.  The medical centers are receiving awards for the quality of care provided and patient safety.  A third of their county has a Hispanic heritage.  Fenske said what is working well is a partnership between Watonwan County, Downs Foods Plant and the Madelia Hospital where they jointly hired a health care/ translator to teach the Hispanic population the correct way to access health care which creates a more healthy community.
B.  Project Opportunities

Phil Schafer reported that a VA cemetery is tentatively being planned in southeast Minnesota.
Drew Campbell reported that the City of Mankato has partnered with Lutheran Social Services to secure federal funding for a drop in center for at-risk youth.  He also serves on the VINE Committee that is looking at ways to secure the Nichols Office Center from Blue Earth County. 
X.  OTHER BUSINESS
Chair Strand said the next full Commission meeting is April 13 and the Board of Directors will meet February 9.
XI. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
__________________________________________
_______________________________________


Timothy Strand, Chairman



Charlie Hurd, Acting Secretary

PAGE  


RNDC Full Commission Meeting – January 12, 2011

Page 3

